
November 20, 1958 

Dr. .&ark H. kDm3r 
Professor of &&entive S8edicine 
University of Illinois 
College of tiedicins 
1853 Jest Polk Street 
Chicago 12, Illinois 

Dear L)r. Lepper: 

Thank you for your cordial letter of November II. 

In reply to your epecific inquiry, the first thing I should say is that 
I am moving to the department of Genetics at titanford University at the end 
of this semester. I will turn over a copy of your letter to Dr. James F. Crows 
who is my successor in the Dap;lrtnsnt of Medical Genetics here at d.scondn. 

~3 concerns our program at atanford, we have not only ernest hopes but 
soiiw cunorete plans for a r:;search and tr&&ng program that would enconq;ass iI. 5 
Human Jiocheinical &net&s in such a way as to met the reaise dematkis of 
your candiditit. It is not certain how far our staff rrU be rounded out by, 
lettar say, the acade&c ye.tr 1959-1960 so as to accomodate such a Ferson. I 
am quite certain that we would be in a position to :io ao by the follo;ring year. 
In the clinical departnsnta Dr. iiuth 'i'. ~jross, ~+saociste :‘rofossor of t'ediatrics, 
will be among those taking an active role in Linical Biochesrafcal Genetics. 
However, ahe expect+ +& be may for more advanced studies in Genetics during 
1959-60. If, as is remotely pua~ible, ws do co:qlute our staff comp1ermntA.n 
Genetics during next year, we >dght b-; in 3 position to accomod:lts your fellow. 
If so, it would certainly facilitite mtters if we had a file on him 5.h advance. 
I have to stay that .my own laboratory progra is mre than full for the year 
1959-60. I am enclosing some gene Sal material that ray convey an i&a of hosv 
we expect the deport‘mnt to evolve in the Lmediate future. 
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I do have one other suggcs tion for the dtmford program ttlthough it is 
not quite the 8ame as Biochertical C%netics. Professor Henry Kaplan, who heads 
radiology, has a very active program in the Biology of Tumor Iniation. This 
problem has profound genetiu implications and .I ~i1z looking forward qyself to 
a close association with Professor Kaplan. If this area of rzsearch is not too 
distant I would have no hesitation in reccommending that your man apply directly 
to him. 

In writing tne above X have been assuming th;t you were interested in dev- 
eloping competence in research connected with Biochedcol Gmetics. In addition 
to the research experience, 'we should have a number of form;;l. courses relevant 
to the program, some of t ese being given in the Biology Department, for example, 
by Lr, Charles Yahofsky and some followirq the lines of my intorests and that of 
my collegues in Gene tics. 1. sh.dd aid tL.tt this program is vary ;nuch basic 
science oriente... For mora clihical types of work and p;ilrticularly studies in 
which evaluation of psdigreus pla;rs a primry role, I could do no better than to 



raccomend 'rofeosor :mel'a program at the University of 'tichig:iin especially 
for the next ye;lr during which we will still be in :~n organizatioml st:i@?. 

I tim sure you ccLn look forward to hearing independentLy frois ur. Crow. 

Yours sincerely, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Professor of &dical Genetics 
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